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Balco Grain sold

198 Main North Rd, CLARE 8842 2177
or Ah Vince O’Sullivan 8842 3826

Adelaide
Main North Road

WSB
Dist.

Victoria Road

W.S.B. DISTRIBUTORS

MF Tractor &
Loader Package

4WD cab tractor C/W with MF955 loader, 1.8m 
wide bucket, soft-drive and front fenders.

HURRyWhile Stocks Last

MF5465
130HP

Only
$115,390*

inc. GST

Limited 
Units

*30% minimum deposit, 36 monthly payments in arrrears. Prices excludes dealer delivery and 
freight charges. Offer valid to 30/9/2010, while stocks last

Old Pt Wakefield Rd, Virginia - P: 8380 9495  
E: admin@virginiairrigation.net

Offer ends September 30, ‘10Everything you need to…

Make Your Pool Sparkle!
Now available at our NEW chemical pool centre

Opening Specials
Lo-Chlor 

Pool Algaecide

10kg Chlorine

$39.99*
Super Special 

Half Price*

Balaklava
Form Guide
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damien Oliver, seen here on Apache Cat, looks for his first Balaklava win Page O
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PART of the Balco Grains Services site at Bowmans and Canadian Murad 
Al-Katib outside his company headquarters in Regina, Saskatchewan.

The deal is a 
‘win-win’ for 
Balco and the 
local community
– MALCOLM MAY

‘
’

This will 
be our main 
processing 
facility 

– MURAD AL-KATIB

‘
’

20 extra jobs in $10 
million project by 

Canadian company

Balco Grain Services will 
sell its Bowmans plant, storage 
facilities and land to Horsham-
based lentils processor Australia 
Milling Group (AMG).

AMG is a subsidiary of Alli-
ance Grain Traders, a Canadian 
company which is the largest 
lentil and pea splitting company 
in the world.

Alliance is located in Regina, 
Saskatchewan, the heart of Cana-
da’s largest area for pulse crops, 
operating 20 production facilities 
in the centre of pulse growing re-
gions in Canada, the United States, 
Australia and Turkey.

The acquisition is a $10 million 
capital investment for AMG, with 
about $5 million to be spent initially 
on the land purchase,upgrading exist-
ing plant and equipment and building 
a processing facility.

The sale does not affect the Bow-
mans plant of BalcoHay or any other 

Balco assets. Balco will continue to 
export hay from Bowmans as one of 
Australia’s major exporters.

More local jobs will be created 
when AMG brings the processing 
plant to full production, expected to 
be for the 2011 cropping season.

n Continued Page 2
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Finger on the pulse
the son of turkish immigrants BUILDS A GLOBAL EMPIRE:

NEWS Districtv

Export processing plant for Bowmans

n The 
Australia 
Milling 
Group 
plant in 
Horsham, 
Victoria.

BALAKLAVA TYRES
• Fitting  • Call Outs  • Puncture Repairs

• Wheel Balance & Rotation

Offer ends September 17

FOR MORE DETAILS/BOOKINGS CALL:  88621 538

It’s Footy Finals Time!
Buy any full set of 4 tyres and 

receive 2 free tickets 
to the APFL grand final at the 

Balaklava Oval on September 18, 2010

• From Page 1
It is expected at least 20 people 

will be employed with potential for 
more as the company develops.

AMG, which started in Horsham 
in 2007, employs  25 staff and proc-
esses 300 tonnes of lentils per day.

Executives from AMG tomorrow 
will meet with the region’s farmers 
at Balaklava Golf Club to explain 
what opportunities will arise from 
the purchase.

Canadian president and CEO 
of Alliance Grain Traders, Murad 
Al-Katib, said the companies had 
entered into a letter of intent and 
construction was expected to start 
at Bowmans in October.

“This will be our main processing 
facility for our company in South 
Australia,” said Mr Al-Katib, who 
spoke exclusively to the Plains Pro-
ducer from Canada.

“The acquistion is an excellent 
platform for our expansion in South 
Australia.”

The Bowmans processing plant 
also will be a dedicated storage and 
handling facility for pulses.

Importantly, it will clean and 
process product for packaging and 
transportation from Bowmans for 
export around the world.

Balco managing director, Mal-
colm May, said the deal was a 
“win-win” for Balco and the local 
community.

“Most employees from Balco 
Grain will continue and it is an ongo-
ing bonus for rail operators Patrick 
Port Link SA,” Mr May said.

“Balco’s export park at Bowmans 
will beome very important for the 
future of regional development in 
South Australia.”

Mr May said he would also per-

sonally thank farmers for their past 
support. at the meeting tomorrow.

Local farmers would be encour-
aged to grow lentils, faba beans and 
chick peas as part of their normal crop 
rotations, said Mr Al-Katib.

Durum wheat would also be 
sought, with Alliance’s Arbel Group 
one of Turkey’s leading producers of 
pasta and semolina under its Arbella 
brand. Purchased last year, produc-
tion facilities are in Mersin, Turkey. 
The company is the largest exporter in 

Turkey for pulses, exporting to all 
geographic regions and servicing a 
network of customers in the Ameri-
cas, Europe, Africa and Asia. Alliance 
has made a huge global impact since 
it was founded in 2007 with the ac-
quisition of of Saskan Pulse Trading 
by Agtech Income Fund. 

Alliance currently employs 400 
full time staff and is actively export-
ing to 85 countries.

Its core business is premium qual-
ity Red Split and Football lentils, 

Kabuli chick peas and other varieties, 
Laird/eston/Richlea lentils, yellow 
split and whole peas, navy, faba and 
other beans and other crops, such as 
canary seed and flax.

Mr Al-Katib said AMG currently 
was actively looking at further ac-
quistions in South Australia.

“We were attracted to South 
Australia – the Mid North and Yorke 
Peninsula – because  generally it is a 
reliable region for cropping. Yields 
hold up better,” Mr Al-Katib said.

“The area consistently produces 
high quality crops. And with the 
Bowmans site and container  rail 
terminal ... how could we ask for 
anything more?

“We are the buyer, processor and 
exporter to 85 countries around the 
world – and we will also store grain to 
get maximum value for producers.

“Food demand around the world 
goes in cycles throughout the year.

“We want to help farmers capture 
maximum return. It is not always 
necessary to sell at harvest.”

Product from Bowmans will be 
offered as mix of bulk grain, sized 
and bagged.

It will be offered for export in 
50kg, 20kg and 15kg tamper-proof 
bags and exported in containers.

MuraD Al-Katib 
couldn’t believe 
his eyes when he 

saw the big sheds and silos 
at Bowmans.

Then he saw the sign 
“for development, please 
call ...”

So on that warm No-
vember day last year he 
drove up to Balco’s office 
and before long was meet-
ing the management team 
in Balaklava.

“Because of our Hor-
sham operations I was 
of course aware of Balco 
– and I had been in South 
Australia looking at vari-
ous sites for expansion,” 
Murad said.

It seems right to call him 
Murad here. Chatting over 
the phone he’s affable and 
outgoing. Likeable.

“I like to get to know the 
areas I might invest in, so I 
took a drive and that’s when 
I discovered Bowmans.

“It was perfect, with the 
railway an important link to 
Adelaide and Victoria.”

Then he met Balco 
management, Malcolm 
May, Murray Smith and 
Rob Lawson.

Followed by the people 
of Balaklava, whom he 
described as easy-going 
country folk. A good im-
pression, Team Balaklava 
– because you didn’t realise 
at the time how important 
this man might be to our 
town!

“These guys at Balco 
and me are cut from the 
same cloth,” Murad says in 
his Canadian drawl.

“They have the same 
feeling for their com-
munity and contribute to 
their region. Their passion 
for their local community 

was part of the attraction 
for me.”

It’s easy to see how the 
stars align.

Murad, 38 next month, 
was born and raised in a 
small town of Davidson, 
in the Canadian province 
of Saskatchewan.

It’s home to about 1250 
people, with another 5,000 
surrounding the town – and 
it’s smack in the middle of 
one of Canada’s biggest 
lentil growing areas.

Murad is the son of 
Turkish immigrants, his 
mother Feyhan became 
mayor of the town and 
his father Dr Al-Katib has 
been a doctor in the rural 
province for 45 years.

“We always talked about 
the community at our din-
ner table,” he explains.

“It was things like how 
to create value in the lo-
cal community. How to 
get more jobs. Economic 

activity – how to get better 
prices for growers.

And the vision for Al-
liance – which began in 
the basement of the family 
home nine years ago – came 
from his mother.

Now the company has 
grown to become the larg-
est processor of lentils and 
pulses in the world and is 
listed on the Toronto stock 
exchange as a public com-
pany, with sales in excess 
of $350 million over the 
past three months.

And it’s also a major 
sponsor of the Saskatch-
ewan Rough Riders, a 
competitor in the Canadian 
Football League, as well as 
supporting various other 
communities around the 
world.

That surely must be 
good news for local sport 
and other organisations. 
Welcome to Balaklava, 
Murad and cobbers.

Terry Williams 
reports:

BALAKLAVA ELECTRONICS
28 George St , Balaklava - Ph: 8862 1552 or 8862 2211

Whirlpool
• Whirlpool 6th Sense Intelligence
• Quick Wash
• Start delay & time
• Save on energy use
• Wool and handwash programmes

7.5 Kg Front Load Washer
Up to…

2 Year 
supply 

of OMO*

*on selected 
Whirpool washers$799
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